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Tower Activities

Tower grillage erection:
Continued from yesterday, ABF worked on trying to make minor adjustments to the horizontal alignment of
the grillage with respect to Lift 4. The goal was to shift the South and East shafts in the easterly direction
to minimize some of the skin-to-skin gaps on the South shaft which are as much as 9mm.

The strand jacks were engaged to hold 420 tonnes, and the horizontal aligning jacks through Skins C & E
of the South shaft were engaged. This produced no movement. Then rods through the splice plates were
loosened on Skins C & D of the East shaft to possibly allow movement, and additional jacks were added to
Skins D & E of the East shaft. Again, this produced no shift in the position of the grillage.

After this, the only remaining options would be to loosen additional clamps through splice plates on the
North & West shafts. Before doing this, we checked all of the gaps around all of the shafts, and it was
decided that if any more splice plate clamps were loosened, then the grillage would start to rotate, and this
would increase the offsets to the skins on the North & West shafts, some of which are already 6 to 7mm.
At this point, it was decided that the current position was about as good as a best fit as we could get, and
the operation was stopped.

Mark Woods gave approval to start drilling the grillage.

ABF has measured each of the gaps to size the shims. Mark asked me to also check all of the gaps as a
double check on ABF's numbers. Today, Ae and I measured all of the vertical gaps between Lift 4 and the
grillage. The measurements were taken on both the exterior and interior of all skins. I will measure all of
the horizontal offsets tomorrow for sizing the skin plate shims.

*********
QC/QA meeting:
I attended the weekly QC/QA meeting from 10:00 until 11:00. Attending were Paul Jefferson, Pat Lowry,
Nina Choy, Robert Mertz, Bill Levell, and myself from Caltrans, and John Callahan, Jim Bowers, Katherine
Quillen and Lenard Cross from ABF. Most items discussed were issues on OBG. The only Tower items
discussed are listed below:
- The tentative date for the ESW mock-up is about 4/28 or 4/29.
- Production ESW welding is schedule to begin the first week in May.
- Incident report on adding shim on closure splice plate fillet weld: I mentioned that approval was given to
add the 3mm shim for the weld at West shaft, Splice #2. Also, an RFI will be coming to address this issue.
- Incident report for welding splice plate fillet weld with 9018 electrode: this 9018 weld has been removed
and re-welded with 232 wire.
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- RFI for welding at the 9m diaphragm: An RFI will be submitted today that slightly changes the
continuous preheat requirement for the PJP welding on the 9m diaphragms.
.
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